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Alpha Literature

CCSS ELA

Grades 6-12
Student Anthology

American English

The Literature Selections feature award-winning authors from around the world with a vast array of classic and
contemporary literature in a variety of genres, illustrated with visually appealing photography, illustrations, and images of fine
art. The stand-alone and paired text selections in each unit give students multiple opportunities for in-depth literary analysis.

Video Clips
Online Reporting
Online Resources
Interactive Content
Audio (Text to Speech)

Alpha Literature provides up-to-date pedagogy and instruction in English Language Arts (ELA) with a focus on Literature
and Informational Texts. The program follows the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for English Language Arts and
Literacy.

Featured in every selection:
•
•
•
•
•

from

INTO
THIN
AIR

Background and Close Reading Focus
Close Reading Questions to support
literary analysis
Critical Viewing Questions
Discussion activities that extend beyond
the literature
Critical Reading question bank, which
presents higher-order-thinking questions
requiring students to go beyond basic
recall and comprehension to analyze,
interpret, and evaluate the literature

by J o n K r a k a u e r
BACKGROUND In May 1996, American journalist Jon Krakauer was one of
eight people who hired the group Adventure Consultants to help them climb
Mount Everest. The team mainly consisted of veteran climbers and Sherpas, local
Nepalese people who are familiar with Mount Everest and who often act as guides.
During Krakauer’s climb on May 10, a storm hit the mountainside. In addition to
his team, three other climbing parties were on the mountain that day. Between the
four groups, eight climbers—four of whom came from Krakauer’s team–perished
on the mountainside. This is greatest number of lives lost on Everest in a single
day. Having survived the disaster, Krakauer turned his experiences into a book,
Into Thin Air.
CLOSE READING FOCUS As you read, notice how the author unfolds events to
create a feeling of tension throughout the selection.
16

South Col 7:30 AM
May 11, 1996
26,000 feet
Turning and turning in the widening gyre
The falcon cannot hear the falconer;
Things fall apart; the center cannot hold;
Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world,
The blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere
The ceremony of innocence is drowned.
William Butler Yeats
“The Second Coming”
Rights are currently being acquired. For marketing purposes only.
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Key Features
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Integrated English Language Arts program for students around the world
Globally focused, featuring multi-genre classics and contemporary literature with regional references
Fully aligned with the Common Core State Standards
Comprehensive skills instruction and practice in Reading, Writing, Language Comprehension (Vocabulary
and Grammar), and Speaking and Listening
Teacher Guide with pacing guidelines, innovative teaching tips and strategies for differentiated instruction
Each grade level includes six multi-genre units, with an engaging theme and a thought-provoking
Essential Question
Beautiful fine art and illustrations pair perfectly with the text
ExamView assessment generator for creating, assigning, and scoring tests, quizzes, and more
Available both online and offline on eAlpha, your dynamic and interactive Learning Management System

www.alphapublishing.com

Award-Winning and Best-Selling Titles
Award-winners:
• The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis
• Words in the Dust by Trent Reedy
• Damascus Nights by Rafik Schami
Best-sellers:
•
•
•
•
•

A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park
I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai
Born on a Blue Day by Daniel Tammet
Cinder by Melissa Meyer
The Bad Beginning (A Series of Unfortunate
Events, Book 1) by Lemony Snicket

•
•
•
•
•
•

The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan
Cleopatra: A Life by Stacy Schiff
Into Thin Air by John Krakauer
The Martian by Andy Weir
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William
Kamkwamba
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by
Rebecca Skloot

askme@alphapublishing.com

Alpha Literature

CCSS ELA

Literary Companion
The Alpha Literature Literary Companion was
designed to provide complete coverage of the
Common Core State Standards at each grade
level. Instructions and practices are presented
in an easy-to-consume, intuitive format that
includes graphic organizers, charts, outlines,
and other tools that help students prepare and
organize their work.

Reading Skill: Analyze Complex Characters

Practice and Apply: Analyze Complex Characters

Characters are the people who take part in the action of the story. Complex characters
develop and change over the course of the story. Authors use these techniques to create
complex characters:
• They depict the character’s physical characteristics, personality, actions, and speech.
• They reveal motivation–why the character acts in a certain way. Sometimes a character
has a number of motivations, which come into conflict during the story.
• Authors place complex characters in situations that push them to change.

1. Analyze the following textual evidence from “And of Clay Are We Created.” Identify
what readers learn from Rolf’s dialogue. Possible answer:
Character
Textual Evidence
What Readers Learn

Often, authors prefer to "show" rather than "tell" what a character is like. Read this
excerpt from "And of Clay Are We Created":
Character

Textual Evidence

Rolf Carlé

Rolf

Azucena

In this example, readers learn that Rolf is compassionate—not because the narrator says
so directly, but because of how she describes Rolf’s actions. Similarly, in the following
example, the narrator doesn’t explain how Azucena feels but instead shows readers
through the girl’s words.
Textual Evidence

What Readers Learn

“Don’t leave me alone,” she begged.

Azucena is very frightened.

It includes teacher scripts, tips for English Language Learners, Differentiated Instruction notes, Learning Targets, Pacing and
Lesson Plans, and Rubrics for assessing the unit Performance Tasks.

Immobility and tension had
Even though she is
greatly weakened her, but . . . Her tone was suffering and needs help,
humble, as if apologizing for all the fuss.
Azucena is doesn’t want
to inconvenience others.

Despite the quality of the transmission, Rolf is compassionate and
I could hear his voice break, and I loved desperately wants to help the
him more than ever.
trapped child.

Azucena

Rolf is determined and wants
to help.

2. Complete the chart about Azucena. Analyze her actions and words.
Character
Textual Evidence
What Readers Learn

What Readers Learn

Character

“Don’t worry, we’ll get you out of
here,” Rolf promised.”

The Alpha Literature Teacher Guide provides an overview of each unit and includes Learning Targets, Pacing Guides, and
Teaching Tips. It gives comprehensive support for every selection in the Student Anthology and the lessons in the Literary
Companion.

“The sky is weeping,” Azucena murmured, Azucena is beginning to
and she, too, began to cry.”
understand that she will
likely die.

“Don’t cry. I don’t hurt anymore. I’m fine.”

Azucena has accepted
death.

Unit 5 Performance Task

Literary Companion

Unit
WRITING SKILL: Expository Writing

DEVELOPING THE TOPIC: Finding Relevant Examples
An effective piece of writing presents strong ideas. The first step in approaching
this writing assignment is to find examples of risks from each selection. Review each
selection to identify at least three risks that are described and list them in a chart. An
example has been done for you. Possible answers:

Readers can infer what complex characters are like by studying their words and actions.
3. Summarize how Azucena both schanges and stays the same over the course of the
story. Then discuss whether you think she is a complex character or not.

Dr. Jenner and the Speckled Monster

Possible answer: Azucena remains a sweet, kind, humble girl throughout the story.
However, she changes from being frightened and in need of comfort to giving comfort
and reassurance to others. This major change shows that she is a complex character.

“On the Ground in Antarctica”

1. Jenner inoculated milkmaids who had
had cowpox with pus collected
from people with smallpox.

1. Scott and Amundsen both set out to lead the first

2. Jenner conducted the great experiment, infecting 8-year-

2. Scott was using ponies to pull sledges as well as dogs.

3. Jenner inoculated other children, including his own son,

3. Scott continued after all the ponies and dogs died.

old James Phipps with cowpox and then with smallpox.

with cowpox and then with smallpox.

expedition to reach the South Pole.

Possible answer: Amundsen and Scott took greater risks in their search for a discovery than Jenner did, but Jenner sought a discovery

3

Organize and structure your writing in a way that makes the most sense for your topic. Start with
an attention-grabbing beginning, use transition words that help the reader follow the sequence of
your ideas, and end with a strong conclusion that restates your thesis.

First Risks, Then Rewards
• Scott and Amundsen's risks
• Jenner's risks
• Scott and Amundsen's potential rewards
• Jenner's potential rewards

Performance Task
Write a Research Report
Write a research report about a discovery from present times or the past that
involved one or more people taking risks. Then present your report in a brief oral
presentation. Use multimedia to support your claims and findings.

State your thesis in your essay's introduction. Then, use your notes about risks and
rewards to provide examples that support your thesis. Choose your organization based
what points you want to emphasize. For example, you might decide to compare and
contrast risks and rewards in the two selections. If so, you could organize your essay in
one of these two ways:

Rubric

Use information from your notes to fill in this outline organizer.

In your research report, you should

Risks and Rewards of Explorers,
Then Jenner

✓ include a clear thesis statement in the first paragraph.
✓ use a logical organizational structure, such as chronological order

• Scott and Amundsen's risks
• Scott and Amundsen's potential rewards
• Jenner's risks
• Jenner's potential rewards

that promised far greater rewards for humankind.

✓ present relevant facts, details, definitions, and examples from a

SPEAKING and LISTENING: Present a Persuasive Speech

✓ quote and cite multiple print and digital sources accurately,
following MLA style.

Assignment: Present a persuasive speech about why you think the benefits do (or
do not) outweigh the risks involved in making discoveries. Support your claims with
information from the two texts you have just read and your essay.

✓ use and maintain a formal style of writing.
✓ end with a conclusion that summarizes your main ideas and

Present a brief persuasive speech about why you think the benefits do (or do not)
outweigh the risks involved in making discoveries. Support your claims with information
from the two selections and your essay.
In a persuasive speech, you must state your claim, or position. Then, give facts and
reasons to support your claim. Present your strongest reasons first. Address counterarguments, or arguments from people who disagree with your position. Give reasons
why your claim is stronger than opposing claims.
Use connecting words like first, second, and third, or first, then, and next to help
listeners follow your argument. When you give your presentation, follow these
guidelines:

Planning
1. Brainstorm to find a topic. Choose the topic that interests you most.
2. Use a KWH chart like the one below to take notes on what you already
know about the topic and what you want to know. Then write down
ideas about how you will find the information you need.
3. Use your chart to narrow down to a list of focus questions about the
topic. These questions will guide your research.
KWH Chart

What I
KNOW

What I WANT
to Know

HOW I Will Find the
information I Need

2. Change your tone of voice to suit your words to make the speech interesting.

10
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Writing Skill: Expository Essay

Vocabulary Strategy: Shades of Meaning

“And of Clay Are We Created”
bureaucratic
cataclysm

commiserate
putrescent

tenacity

anesthetized

exacerbated

triage

PRACTICE A. Choose the sentence that the vocabulary word correctly completes.
Circle the letter of that sentence.
1. tenacity
a) She had

to do the best that she could.
, she did not finish the project.

b) Because of her
2. exacerbated
a) The successful cure

the child's sickness.

b) The sudden downpour of rain

style of management allowed workers to choose which hours to work.

b) With his

The Literary Companion provides integrated
ELA skills support for every selection in the
Student Anthology by featuring comprehensive
skills instruction and practice for Reading,
Writing, Vocabulary, Grammar, and Speaking
and Listening. It also includes comprehensive
instructions for the Performance Task in every
unit.

The word determined means “resolved, willing to stick to a decision.” One synonym
for determined is stubborn. However, if you substitute stubborn for determined in the
sentence above, the sentence takes on a slightly different meaning. Someone who is
stubborn is indeed determined but may be unwilling to change plans even when it
might be wise to do so.

The words in the box have similar denotations but different shades of meaning. Choose
three of the words, and write a sentence using each, showing that you understand their
nuances. Use a dictionary as needed.

approach, he made sure the papers were signed and filed correctly.

brave

4. triage
a) In their efforts at

The determined climbers would not quit until they reached the top of
the mountain.

Practice and Apply

traffic delays.

3. bureaucratic
a) Her

Denotation refers to the dictionary definition of a word. Synonyms have similar
denotations, but may have different shades of meaning. When words are similar
in meaning, you must analyze the nuances, or slight differences, between them to
understand the precise meaning of a passage.
Example 1

Into Thin Air
acclimatization

adventurous

daring

heroic

rash

, the doctors planned which of the injured to help first.
was not rushed.

b) Because the nurses had plenty of time for the patients, their

PRACTICE B. Write the vocabulary word that has a meaning similar to that of the
underlined word(s) in each sentence.
putrescent
1. The flowers in the vase were terribly wilted.
2. We share our disappointment whenever we lose a match.

Now that students have read two expository texts
about history-changing individuals and events, they
will have the opportunity to write an expository text
of their own that uses a logical organizational text
structure, presents relevant facts, and expresses ideas
in precise language. Students will use expository
writing skills in all areas of the curriculum. Say: By
following the instruction and completing the Writing
Skill activities, you will be able to produce your own
short expository essay about the risks involved in
making discoveries. Have students work in pairs or
small groups to identify risks from the two selections.
Then, lead a class discussion about the dangers and
rewards involved with each risk. Allow students time
to answer the questions and draft a thesis on the
first page of the worksheet. Review the instruction
in the Six Traits + 1: Organization box, and support
students as they organize their essays. Instruct on
and model presenting a persuasive speech before

commiserate

3. We responded to the disaster by giving food to the weary people.

14 Unit 5 Discoveries

ALPHA_LIT_TG_G7_U5_Prototype.indd 14-15

Publication information includes
the title of the source, the name
of its author or editor, the date it
was published, and the name and
location of the publisher.

A thesis is your main idea. It
should express a clear idea about
the topic—an idea that you came
up with from doing your research.
Most research reports have more
than two body paragraphs. Add
more if you need them.

B. Add supporting facts, details, examples, quotations.

III. Second Body Paragraph
A. Identify the main idea.
B. Add supporting facts, details, examples.

IV. Conclusion
A. Summarize your ideas and restate your thesis.

B. Add an interesting final thought.

11

Literary Companion, pages 10–11

CCSS W.7.2

Vocabulary Skill: Selection Vocabulary

B. Identify the topic and clearly state the thesis of your report.
II. First Body Paragraph
A. Identify the main idea.

Use primary sources—journals,
maps, autobiographies, eyewitness
accounts, speeches, and historical
documents—as well as secondary
sources, such as biographies,
Web sites, books, and news and
magazine articles.

restates your thesis.

1. Speak loudly and clearly so that all listeners can hear and understand you.

27/03/17 11:32 PM

I. Introduction
A. Grab readers’ attention with a “hook” – an interesting fact or
anecdote.

or cause-effect, to present the topic.

3. Remember to make eye contact with your listeners from time to time.

ALPHA_LIT_LC_G10_U1_W2.indd 2-3

4. Find at least five current and credible sources in print and digital
form.
5. Take notes from your sources using your own words. If you want
to use a direct quotation, write the words exactly as they appear
in the source.
6. Document your sources by including the publication information
in your notes.

variety of sources.

Think about the risks you have identified. A risk is a danger or possibility that something
undesirable may occur. Of course, discoveries also offer the possibility of reward. People
try to discover something in the hopes of learning new information or solving a mystery.
Look at the examples of risks in your chart. Ask yourself these questions:
• What are the dangers and rewards of each example?
• Are the risks worth the effort? Why or why not?
• What makes some risks more worthwhile than others?
Use your answers as the basis for your thesis—the central point that you will prove in
your essay. Write your thesis here:

2

5

Six Traits + 1: Organization

Assignment: Write a short essay about the risks that may be involved in making discoveries,
using examples from the two selections you have read.

21/01/17 6:22 am

asking students to prepare and present their own as
explained in the Speaking and Listening box.

English Language Learners
Scaffold Students have been exposed to compareand-contrast structure already, but will benefit from
using a Venn diagram to organize their essays. Write
a sample thesis on the board, and then create a Venn
diagram. Following the sample thesis and engage
students in completing the Venn diagram. Then,
group students together by similar thesis statements,
and ask them to complete their Venn diagrams as a
step in organizing their papers.
• Develop L1: Allow students to practice their
speeches in their home language first and then
in English. Give students the opportunity to
provide constructive feedback to one another
and to make changes to their speeches before
presenting speeches in English.

12

13

Unit 5 Performance Task, pages 12–13
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Write a Research Report
Review the unit theme, Discoveries. Lead students
in a discussion about how their perception of
discoveries has changed since the beginning of the
unit. Introduce the Unit 5 Performance Task, which
will involve researching, writing, and presenting
a report about a discovery made by one or more
people who took risks.

?

Essential Question

Remind students of the unit’s
Essential Question, What
risks might people take as
they try to make new discoveries? Ask students
to respond to the question, drawing on what they
have learned from reading the unit selections.
Talk, about how students can incorporate their
ideas about the relationship between risk and
discovery risk into their research and writing.

21/01/17 6:22 am

Teacher Tip
• Help students create and begin compiling a resource
folder that will help them research, plan, and write
their research report. This resource folder will
include graphic organizers for documenting their
sources, planning and organizing their writing, and
preparing for their presentations. It can also include
notecards and copies of their sources. This research
folder can exist in an electronic format if students
have access to computers.
• Provide students copies of the Scoring Rubric that
appears on page 19 of this Teacher’s Guide. Take
a moment to review the elements of a successful
research report. Remind students to return to the
rubric as they draft and later as they revise and edit.

Rubric
Explain to students that the rubric will help them
understand the expectations you have for their papers.
Pair students, and ask them to work together to
paraphrase each item on the checklist. Then, ask pairs
to share their work with the class. Be prepared to clarify,
build on student responses, and provide examples.
Unit 5 Overview 15

21/01/17 12:21 pm

Assessments

cataclysm

APPLY Identify the vocabulary word that is connected to the italicized word. Write a
sentence to explain each answer. Possible answers:
1. Which word is related to persistence? Tenacity: A person with tenacity is persistent: he or
she will not give up.
2. Which word is related to accustomization? Acclimatization: Acclimatization is achieved
when people become accustomed to something.
3. Which word is related to numbed? Anesthetized: You can’t feel pain when you are
anesthetized or numbed.
6

On eAlpha, downloadable and editable assessments are provided that align to Alpha Literature’s content and the CCSS for
ELA. For each unit, there is a comprehensive Unit Test and Quizzes for all selections that assess students’ understanding of the
reading, vocabulary, language, and writing skills covered in their Student Anthologies and Literary Companions.

7
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Unit 5 Pacing Plan
Week
Program Components

1

“Fish, Fowl, and
Pharaohs”
Student Anthology

Literary Companion
On the Ground

in
Antarctica

from

2

Dr. Jenner

:

[ and the \

Speckled
Monster

;

from Antarctica: Journeys to the South Pole

by A l b e r  M a r r i n

Cowpox and Its Mysterious Ways

BACKGROUND Albert Marrin, a history professor and writer, had a passion for

studying the past. This interest brought to light the amazing story of the smallpox
virus. Marrin became fascinated with doctor Edward Jenner, who launched a oneman war on smallpox in the 1700s that eventually led to the destruction of the virus.
Smallpox is one of the deadliest known diseases, and it is the only disease to have
been completely destroyed by vaccination. The smallpox virus caused the deaths of
over 300 million people and plagued populations for thousands of years. The World
Health Organization made an official statement on May 8, 1980: The fight against
smallpox had been won. No known cases of the virus existed anywhere in the world.
CLOSE READING FOCUS Note passages where the writer uses a cause-and-effect

Jenner set out to study the symptoms of cowpox in humans. He began
by visiting dairy farms to study the infection where it “lived”. Milkmaids
said that “it was horrid to milk when the beast had their bag [udder] all
broken out.” Yet they did it anyhow, and without fear.
If a milkmaid happened to touch an infected udder or teat, droplets of
pus might seep into any scratches or cuts on her hands. If so she would
soon develop what seemed like the symptoms of smallpox inoculation1,
only far less severe. Pustules2 erupted on her fingers, hands, and wrists.

text structure to explain how smallpox is transmitted and to describe Dr. Jenner's

1

experiments.

2

28

by Wa lt e r D e a n M y e r s
BACKGROUND Award-winning African-American writer Walter Dean

Myers grew up in Harlem knowing what it meant to take risks. In high
school, he faced many challenges, from dealing with a speech impediment
to confronting gang members. At age seventeen, he joined the military to
symptoms (SIHMPtuhms) n.: signs of disease
or infection

escape life on the streets. During his service, he experienced his own voyage
to an icy pole when a ship he was assigned to delivered supplies to a
remote Arctic base. The experience gave Myers “a new respect for the power

inoculation (ihn-ok-yoo-LAY-shuhn) n.: the act of giving a person or animal a
form of a disease to prevent the disease from causing infection
pustules (PUHS-choolz) n.: a collection of infection in the top layer of skin

of nature and for the explorers and adventurers who dared to risk the cold
and ice at a time when nobody knew what to expect.”

29

Rights are currently being acquired. For marketing purposes only.

CLOSE READING FOCUS As you read, note the comparisons and contrasts

Myers makes between the expeditions of two great Antarctic explorers.
40
Alpha Reading_G7_DrJenner&SpeckledMonster.indd 28-29

I

n September 1909, newspapers announced that an American
explorer, Robert E. Peary, had reached the North Pole. This was
stunning news. Explorers who had wanted to be the first to reach a
geographic pole1 had only one option now, and that was in Antarctica.
The two main players in what was to become the most exciting race
in history were the Norwegian Roald Amundsen, who had been on
the Belgica, and Robert Falcon Scott, who had led the Royal Society
Expedition of 1901–1904.
Besides the sheer adventure, these men were on a quest for fame, knowing
1

geographic (jee-oh-GRAF-ihk) pole: the southern or northern end of the earth’s axis

41

Rights are currently being acquired. For marketing purposes only.
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“F is for
Fibonacci”

from G is for Googol: A Math Alphabet Book
by David Schwartz

Literary Companion

Literary Companion

“The Ancient
Middle East”

from Ancient Machine Technology: From Wheels to Forges
by Michael and Mary Woods

• Reading Skill
• Selection Vocabulary
• Vocabulary Strategy
• Language Skill
• Writing Skill/Speaking
and Listening

Student Anthology

5

21/01/17 11:45 am

• Reading Skill
• Selection Vocabulary
• Vocabulary Strategy
• Language Skill
• Writing Skill/Speaking
and Listening

Student Anthology

4

• Reading Skill
• Selection Vocabulary
• Vocabulary Strategy
• Language Skill
• Writing Skill/Speaking
and Listening

21/01/17 11:45 am

Student Anthology

The Alpha Literature Teacher Guide has
been designed to provide teachers with the
necessary resources to meet the diverse needs
of today’s young learners throughout the world.

U

• Reading Skill
• Selection Vocabulary
• Vocabulary Strategy
• Language Skill
• Writing Skill/Speaking
and Listening

by Mark Kurlansky with “Ode to Salt” by Pablo Neruda

Teacher Guide

Teaching Tips

Program Components

Week

Literary Companion

“Peculiar Pluto” “Why Pluto Is No
Longer a Planet”
by NASA with “In a Planet-or-Not Debate, Some Astronomers
Say ‘Long Live Planet Pluto’ ” by Nadia Drake

by Fraser Cain

Student Anthology

• Reading Skill
• Selection Vocabulary
• Vocabulary Strategy
• Language Skill
• Writing Skill/Speaking
and Listening

se this Unit 5 Pacing
Plan as a blueprint of
the unit’s contents. It shows
the titles and page numbers
of the selections or sets of
selections students will read
during the first five weeks,
as well as the accompanying
reading, vocabulary,
language/grammar, and
writing skills instruction
and activities in the Literary
Companion. During
the sixth week, students
will complete the unit
Performance Task, located
in the Literary Companion.

As you introduce the unit, keep in mind different ways to approach
the theme depending on the needs, learning styles, and interests
of your students.

English Language Learners
Model Make sure students understand the
meaning of the words discovery and risk.
As a group, identify one or two important
discoveries. Ask: Why is this a discovery? What
risks were probably involved? Have students
discuss the questions with a partner. Ask each
pair to share their ideas with the group orally
or by writing a brief statement that a fluent
student can read aloud.

Literacy
Draw a circle with the word Discovery in the
center. Say: Think of an important discovery.
Write students’ responses and circle and
connect them to create a web diagram. Then
draw a line from one discovery. Ask: What risks
possibly came with this discovery? As students
think of risks, write them inside new circles.
Continue until every discovery has at least one
risk identified. Guide students to use the web
diagram to make a generalization about the
relationship between discoveries and risks.

Differentiated Instruction
Provide students with copies of informational
articles about an important discovery. Circulate
the room to provide support as students discuss
the article with partners.

• Level 1: Pair students and ask them to
take turns reading paragraphs aloud to
one another. After the reader finishes a
paragraph, ask the listener to paraphrase
key ideas. Then, have the students switch
roles.

• Level 2: Pair students and ask them to
read one paragraph silently to themselves
and then work together to answer this
question: What is the main idea or most
important point in this paragraph? Then,
have the students move on to the next
paragraph.

• Level 3: Pair students and ask them to
read one paragraph silently to themselves
and then take turns asking each other
questions about what they have read.
Ask students to build on each other’s
responses to offer helpful feedback about
their answers.

Literary Companion

Unit

5

6

Performance Task
Write a Research Report
Write a research report about a discovery from present times or the past that
involved one or more people taking risks. Then present your report in a brief oral
presentation. Use multimedia to support your claims and findings.

Rubric

4. Find at least five current and credible sources in print and digital
form.
5. Take notes from your sources using your own words. If you want
to use a direct quotation, write the words exactly as they appear
in the source.
6. Document your sources by including the publication information
in your notes.
Use information from your notes to fill in this outline organizer.

In your research report, you should

✓ include a clear thesis statement in the first paragraph.
✓ use a logical organizational structure, such as chronological order

I. Introduction
A. Grab readers’ attention with a “hook” – an interesting fact or
anecdote.

or cause-effect, to present the topic.

✓ present relevant facts, details, definitions, and examples from a

B. Identify the topic and clearly state the thesis of your report.

variety of sources.

✓ quote and cite multiple print and digital sources accurately,
following MLA style.

✓ use and maintain a formal style of writing.
✓ end with a conclusion that summarizes your main ideas and

II. First Body Paragraph
A. Identify the main idea.

Use primary sources—journals,
maps, autobiographies, eyewitness
accounts, speeches, and historical
documents—as well as secondary
sources, such as biographies,
Web sites, books, and news and
magazine articles.
Publication information includes
the title of the source, the name
of its author or editor, the date it
was published, and the name and
location of the publisher.

A thesis is your main idea. It
should express a clear idea about
the topic—an idea that you came
up with from doing your research.
Most research reports have more
than two body paragraphs. Add
more if you need them.

B. Add supporting facts, details, examples, quotations.

restates your thesis.

Planning
1. Brainstorm to find a topic. Choose the topic that interests you most.
2. Use a KWH chart like the one below to take notes on what you already
know about the topic and what you want to know. Then write down
ideas about how you will find the information you need.
3. Use your chart to narrow down to a list of focus questions about the
topic. These questions will guide your research.
KWH Chart

What I
KNOW

What I WANT
to Know

HOW I Will Find the
information I Need

III. Second Body Paragraph
A. Identify the main idea.
B. Add supporting facts, details, examples.

IV. Conclusion
A. Summarize your ideas and restate your thesis.

B. Add an interesting final thought.
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